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arts

The rebel
artists who
uncovered

a new world

Untrained, unfettered and now
unleashed in a major exhibition at
the Southbank, the vivid Outsider
movement enchants Nancy Durrant

ALFRED JENSON; MAIN: COURTESY KENT FINE ART / PAUL LAFFOLEY; BELOW: MARCEL STORR; MORTON BARTLETT
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created by people who have no formal,
institutional artistictraining and who
operate more or less on the fringes of
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. toalltheartistsinthis exhibitionshows 1 thelChing, Goethe’s colourtheories, , future. Philip Blackmarr’s (b 1945)
oyoubelievein ' howunsatisfactory thetermis. Theyare | magicsquaresand spacetravel. His \ multi-octahedral models, painstakingly
parallel universes? . allthough, in onesense or another, expression of thisis large-scale, i craftedby hand from paper, express his
Evenifyoudontyou . outsidersofsorts. gloriously coloured number chartsthat , newideasabout quantum geometry,
willafteryou'veseen '  Butthisisnotthe onlythingthat I'suspect the mathematician Marcusde 1 while Melvin Way’s (b.1954) denseink
thisshow. There’s . unitesthese disparate characters. Sautoy would struggle to gethishead | drawingsonscraps of found paperarea
proofhere (proof,[tell ' Though theirbodies of work could not around. They are, however,beautiful. | sortofvisual poem,diagrammatic
you!). These works, , bemoresingular, there arekey themes. Equally, but less cotourfully, are ! orderings of thoughtsthat take the form
madenotjustbyartists ; Oneistheattemptto makesense ofthe Widener’s meticulous magic square . of cryptograms.

but by “unlicensed architectsand ¢ world at afundamental level. Patterns paintings. A formeremployeeofaUS 1+  Related tothistendency towards
urbanists, outsider physicists and \ and order, keys and codes, obsess the government agencyinwhichheshared | orderandunderstandingisthe
visionary inventors”, areawindowinto  likesof Alfred Jensen (1903-81) and adepartment with cryptographersand  all-pervading sense throughout this
those other umverses—the multiple . George Widener (b.1962). Brought up codebreakers, his work, which includes : show of an urgetomake theworld a
realms of the human imagination. ; untiltheageofsevenin Guatemalaand | drawingsoutlininghisideasforamore | betterplace—something

The catch-all term that has settled t laterintroduced to the Mayan number humaneurbanism, incorporatescodes ' conspicuously missing froma greatdeal
intouseforthissortof workis “outsider | system,Jensen developedatheory of designedtobe understood by ! of moremainstream contemporary art.
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art” Broadly speaking, it referstoart timebased onit, Pythagorean geometry, 1 super-intelligent machines ofthe BodysIsek Kingelez(b.1948)isa

° To advertise contacta member | Alternativelyyoucan
Entertainments of our Entertainmentsteam | book online at |
ontelephone: 02077827566 | www.niadsdirect.com niadsdirect.com
Theatres
hs Avdﬁm ;nog:to’c‘m 5r;9 r|m|4 GARI}I‘CS (T:HKEAg;‘E Xg«;ﬁézmz No!ssuo 0844 482 5115M ‘ QUEEN'S 0844 462 5160
19 June - 20 JU!Y 2013 = ow Musical “ABBA-Solutely Fabulous” DMail The Muslcal Phenomenon
THE BODYGUARD 3 MAMMA MIA! LES MISERABLES
Mgn-‘l‘hur & Sat eves 730pm August Gielgud 1‘?123::35141::82 5130 Mon-Sat 7.45pm, Thurs & Sat 3pm Eves 730, Mats Wed & Sat 230
‘Theatre Royal Bath and Arcola Theatre present wmiﬁ?béma'igfgﬁiﬁa?gg‘m Wilson's W o Wa som il esMis o
Theatre (844 871 0ld Vic 0844 871 7628 MATTIA LN
Aldwych Theetre 0844 847 1712 Merrily We Roll Along Kim Catral & Seth Numich Nd‘i}SETR p

Fifty Words

WINNER! 3 OLIVIER AWARDS
Including 'Best New Musical'
Tug-Sat 730, Tus, Thu & Sat 2.30

More ****+'s than ever before!

HER MAJESTY'S 0844 412 2707
THE BRILLIANT ORIGINAL

SWEET BIRD OF YOUTH

Tennessee Wiliams
Tonight at 730om

st

OGS L

) THE PHANTOM OF :
:b"i Michael Weller ‘ wwwiophatonstage.com THE OPERA Proan Thsto 004 71 7625 0
Directed by Laurence Boswell Ambassadors 03443 112 334 Mon-Sat 730, Thu & Sat 230 The Musical Everyone's Faling For
STOMP wwwThePhartomQTheOpeta.com Winner %&B“EV Awards
. o Mon, Thu-Sat 8pm, Landon Palladium 0844 412 2957 ik Srmissable”
It's a stupid word, ‘love’, there should be Thy, Sat & Sun 3pm, Sun 6om +++v3 MAGNIFIGENT' S, Tolegraph L
fifty words for it, like Eskimos have for snow... A CHORUS LINE g
APOLLO VICTORIA 0844 8471696 Mon - Sat 7.45, Wed & Sat 3 year of Agatha Christie's
WICKED AChorusLineLondon.com P'”ﬂl‘ylyiﬂs@ 0844 53'3055 THE MOUSETRAP
; o i REVER! Evenings 730 Mats. Tues 3 Sat 4
WhatsOnStage, Exeunt, Telegraph b & & & WickedTheMusical.co.uk A crackl_ng LYCEUM 0844 671 3000 i o ol 80 e Spice G tﬁ : t K
pro duction or book online wwwthelionking.co.uk Book by Jennier S wwwithe-mousetrap.co.u
) Public Reviews, Plays to see Ak Ak k CAMBREO‘:JE(,OS::I,:IZ 4652 shatterin g i Tﬁsﬁgﬁ%(} wwwivaForeverTheMusical.com Thea!wgb%g; Lane
I = MATILDA THE MUSICAL » Tue-Sat 730, Wed, Sat & Sun 230 R i
i ' : Prince Edward 0844 482 5152 oald Dafl's
i | Rl | “mcremoucm | TUSHON | Srmbceere
| A ar "’ algqraph g . L a
! ikl THRILLER - LIVE! Winner Best Musical! Oliviers

Tue-Fii 730, Sat 4 & 8, Sun 330 & 730

Theetre Royal Haymarket

Tue-Sat 730, Tue & Saf 3pm, Sun Spm
Criterlon Theatre 0844 847 2483 SEE DUCHESS Fyinqmusichoxoffica.com 08454811870 / 02074523000
The 39 Steps —LHATUSCO0OIRCON ___ ‘Comic perfection’ Dally Tele
Mon - Sat 8om. Wed 3pm, Sat 4om New London 020 7452 3000 PRINCE OF WALES 0844 482 5110 ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS
WAR HORSE V{:ﬁ,‘f&,ﬁ; ggg‘mﬁ:iﬁs Mon - Sat ’230. Wed & Sat 2.30
DOMINION 0844 847 1775 TICKETS RELEASED DAILY THE BOOK OF MORMON OneManTwoGuvnars.com
WE WILL ROCK YOU www.warhorseonstage.com
. www.ookofmormonlondon.com Wyndham's Theatre 0844 482 5120
by QUEEN & BEN ELTON Duchess Theatre 0844 412 4659 NOEL COWARD 0844 482 5141 — ————— —— FELICITY KENDAL
www.arcolatheatre.com Mon-Sat 730, Mat Sat 2.30 LENNY HENRY DANIEL RADCLIFFE in -
Extra show last Wednesday THE CRIPPLE OF INISHMAAN SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE | RELATIVELY SPEAKING
020 7503 1646 of every month at 2.30 FENCES Mon-Sat 730pm, Wed & Sat 2.30pm 020 7401 9819 By Alan Ayckbourn
wwwwewillrockvou.co.uk From June 19 www.MichaelGrandageCompany.com shakespearesalobe.com Tues-Sat 730, Weds, Thurs & Sat 2.30pm

1GT




THE TIMES | Monday June 10 2013

self-described “designer, architect,
sculptor, engineer, artist” who practises
whathe calls Architectural Modelism in
hishometown of Kinshasainthe
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The
only possible response to his fabulous,
colour-drenched, joyful and wildly
ambitious models of imagined hotels,
stadiums and civicbuildings, neatly
constructed from found materials such
aswaste packaging and drink cans, isa
wide-eyed “wow”. He says: “Many
peoplethink that art doesn't contribute
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Top left: Alfred
Jensen’s number chart
All the Beautiful
Systems. Top: Paul
Laffoley’s channel for
a higher intelligence
Thanaton III. Above:
Marecel Storr’s intricate
design for Paris. Right:
one of Morton
Bartlett’s disturbing
models of girls

.work designed to transmit higher

anything, I maintain that my art
contributestoartand scienceanda
betterlife.”

This sentimentis clearly echoed by
others such as Marcel Storr (1911-76),
whose mind-bogglingly intricate
drawings of vast, interconnected towers
andziggurats, drawn secretly by night at
hiskitchen tableafter daysworkingasa
road sweeper, were meant to providea
blueprint for the rebuilding of his native
Paris afteranuclear attack. William
Scott’s (h.1964) colourful paintings of a
Utopian version of his hometown of San
Francisco show a safe, clean city built on
principles of dancing and happiness.

A greatnumber of theworks are
conceived not as artworksbut as
functional machines. Paul Laffoley
(b.1940)is aformer architecture
student. His paintings are described
by the writer and novelist Michael
Bracewell as “the conversion of
mysticisminto mechanics”—
ThanatonIllisa \
beautifully rendered -

,

knowledge to those with the capacity
toreceiveit. The knowledge was
passed onto Laffoley, who
admitshedoesn'tfully
understand &
it,by an alien
named
Quazgaa

Klaatu, who visited him in the form ofa
body oflight on December 31,1988. The
exhibition’s curator, Ralph Rugoff, says
ithasn’t worked for him yet, but
diplomatically wonders whether he may
nothavetried forlong enough.

The Chinese artist Guo Fengyi
(1942-2010) and the American Emery
Blagdon (1907-86) aim for healing—
Guo’s sweeping drawings wereritually
produced and central to her practise of
theancient Chinese health care system
of gigong, while Blagdon'sbeliefin the
curative powers of the Earth’s energies
spurred his construction in hisbarn ofa
healingmachine. “The energy field from
my machines helps some people with
their arthritis,” he once explained.
“Theyjust stand around here and then
they feel better.” There is somethingin
the earnest, beautiful spirit of his
hanging circle of copper wire,
aluminium foil, minerals and other
materials that somehow has this effect.

But this showis notjust about strange
ideas and their meticulous, often
stunning—and these works are all
stunning—expression. Thereisa
poignancy, lightly touched upon but
palpable. Many of these artists had
difficult childhoods, or a history of social
exclusion. Abandonment, abuse,
homelessness or mentalillness affected,

GO
My art

contributes
toartand science
and a better life

among others, Widener, Storr and the
photographer Lee Godie (1908-94) —
whose photobooth self-portraitsin
different guises may have been away of
escaping herlife onthestreets.Jan
Gluszak Dagarama (1937-2000) was a
Polish architect who ended his studiesin
1961 after a diagnosis of schizophrenia
and devoted himselfto designing
beautiful, utopian cities. You can

read in their work attempts to make
sense of—and find ways ofimproving
—theworld as their only possible
positive responseto the terribie hand
thatlife had dealtthem.

Thereis a darknesstoo. Morton
Bartlett’s (1909-92) photographs of his
perfectly rendered, “anatomically
correct” half-size models of children
can’'thelpbutraise questions about his
motives. Hespoke of hiswork only once,
tosay: “Its purposeis that of all proper
hobbies—tolet out urgesthatdonot
find expression in other channels.”

Atno point does the show patronise or

- ridicule these visionaries. We may scoff

atsome of the more demonstrably
bizarre theories expressed here, such as
theartist James Carter’s beliefthat
gravity is anillusion created by the fact
thatthe Earth doublesin size every
3 > 19 minutes, butitis presented
here without comment, and

withrespect.

These people arenot
idiots, it seems tosay, they
arenotmad, they aresimply
labouringunder different
assumptionsaboutthe
world. These works are
gatewaysintotheintricacies
of humanity. You catch
yourselfthinking: “It’s crazy
but it might just work.”
The Alternative Guide to the
Universe opens tomorrow
andruns to Aug 26.
southbankcentre.co.uk
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